[6 BOTANICAL GAZETTE.

MeDICINAL Prants 1N CALIFORN LA —(/rindelia robusta, which grows thronghout:
the State supplies a balsam of a resinous character, most abundant in the buds, but
found in all the juices of the plant.  As a cure for the eruption vecasioned by contact
with the “poison oak,” the balsam is accounted almost a specific. 1t is also in demand
in the Atlantic States as a remedy for asthma and bronehial attections.

The icaves of the Eucalyptus, serving as the stufling ot a pillow, have been found
beneficial in relieving neuralgic headaches: and a tineture prepared trom the leaves has
a varicty ol uses in medicine.

One of the newest of vegetable drugs is obtained from the Yerba santa, a shrub
known also as gum-weed, mountain balsam, wiid peach, and bears® weed.  The leaves
contain a resinous substance highly spoken of a< an ingredient in cough mixtures, and
for the cure of” bronehial and laryngeal disorders.

The collection and drying of medicinal plants in California, for shipment to manu-
facturing chemists at the East, is sradually becoming a business ol importance.—[N.
Y. TRIBUNE |

ANEMONE CAROLINIANA.—]1 have two specimens of dncmone Curoliniwad, Walt.,
collected April 23d, 1878, with rudimentary towers, consisting of a single sepal ot the
usual size and color in one plant, and situated about Yy inch below the ordinary ter,
minal flowers.  The other plaut has a single sepal about twice the length of the ordi-
nary ones, purple, with greenish margins, situated in the axil of the three-parted invol-
ncre.  Both sepals seemed to have a strong inclination to twine, or wrap around the
stem from letl to right.  These two plants were fonnd about half a mile apart on a It.

R. grade.—M. H. Paxrox, Junction City, K.

HETEROMORPINSM IN PLantaco corpary, Layv.—While examining several plants
of this species, T noticed that several =pikes on each plant did not show the usual pro-
terogynous condition, also that the stamens scemed longer than usual. A closer ex-
amination showed that the flowers were perfect, but the styles were only two mum. in
length. The styles in the spikes which were of the common form, were six mm. in
tenoth.  The stamens in the short-style'l Howers were nine mm. in length, while those
of the long-styled flowers were only six mm. in length. The earlier fiowering spikes
of" cach plant were ol the short styled torm, while the later flowering spikes were all
long styled. If this species was entomophilons we could see some advantage to be de-
rived trom this mixed condition ot thinzs. 1t is possible this may be a case of’ a mon-
weious condition or a diecious condition about to be, in fact, in the very proeess of
becoming.—C. F. WusgLER, [Tulbluerdston, Mich.

MiscELLANEOUS Nortes.—During the summer of 1576 [ was in Readsboro, Vit., and
found Fuptorivne ageratoides growing 4 to 5 teet high, with leaves 4 to 7 inches long
antd correspondingly wide.  Going back to Williomstown, Mass., 20 miles to the south-
west, 1 tound every specimen 2 or 21, feqt high or less, with leaves only 2 or 3 inches
in length.

Can any one tell me how to distinguish lster Tradeseanti, L., from A, méser, L.,
Ait? [ have never found anvthing that 1 could conscientiously call 1. Tradescant?,
although others have given that name to some specimens that 1 called A. méser. Prof.
Peck, oft Albany, told me that he also had never found what he could c¢all . Trades-
canii.

Gray's Manual describes Solidayo oltissima, 1., as 2 to 7 inches high—instead of
the tallest, as its name denotes, it is usually one of the lowest of the C()Illmnn Golden
rods.” T think T have never tound it Jess than 2 feet high under any circumstances,
scldom less than 4 feet.—Cuas. H. Forn, Geneseo, 1.
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While peeling the bark [rom a freshly cut black loeust post, I naticed that the
cambium layver smelled precisely Tike hraiged green heans. The scent was recognized
by several others withont my telling them what T had observed. [ have not yet tested
furthier whether this novel way ol tracing the aflinity of plants may be made useful or
not.—J. M. MiLviGaxN, Joueksowrille, [

When in Crawfordsville, Ind., a few weeks ago, I was pleased to find in the grounds
of Prof. Wi. C. White, some heauntiful plants of Euplorbia dentata. They had neither
been planted there nor escaped from elsewlhere, but evidently were relics of the old
times when the forest in all that region was unbroken.—J. M. C. ‘

JUNIPERUS OCCIDENTALIS IN Conorapo.—Since my arrival at this Ageney, my at-
tention has been drawn to the Juniper which, mixed with £27nus edulis, covers the mesas
and foot hills throughont this part of 8. W. Colorado. Its botanical character seemed
to be so distinet from /. [érginiona, that 1 at once thought it to be J. oecidentales, with
the deseription of which, in Clarence King's Report on the Botany of the 40th paval-
lel, it seems to agree perfectly.  But lie says “not reported from Colorado.”  Neither is
it spoken of in Hayden's Synopsix of the Colorado Flora, 1814, The exploving parties
since then may have discovered and published its ocenrrence here. The tree ravely
becomes conical like . Virgindona, the fruit always glancous, and two or three times
as large as the fruit of thar species. Ileart wood usnally brown, ravely red. Height
12-20 feet. Brauches wide spread.—Winniay Fo Fuixr, Los Pinos, Iudion dgeney.
Colorado.

Tue Biec Trees, By J. G. Lenyox.—In 1875, T took a trip of 400 miles to revisit
the Big Trees, count their rings and bring away sprays, cones, seeds, hark and wood
sections [or the Centennial. [ visited several groves, closely examined hundreds of
trees, especially giving attention to the fallen and shattered monsters, generally larger
than living trees of the same grove. )

The great Sequoias are monsters indeed for gize and magnificent in their columnar
appearance; they are well worthy a trip across the continent to hehold, but why exag-
gerate their age? The truth is strange enough.  “Overstatement,” Dr. Gray mildly
puts it. [t 1s, indeed, a wonderful deviation from the truth when to large figures we
add donble their sum.  From this time torward T must help fight the “over-statement.”
The battle will be long and fierce, no doubt, for the story of 3,000 or 4,000 years is very
proudly related and never fails to excite interest; and it is repeated in nearly every
guide book for tourists, moreover reiterated by eminent travelers sud close observers,
including John Muir, than whom none gives us snch charming views of mountain
scenery, such picturesque forest studies.  But let the truth always be told, searching for
it, if need be, under the most deceptive appearances. I scold myself daily beeause, for
want of time, [ took the figures of reputed authorities and gave currencey to the big
story of the Big Trees. Let me retract so munch of last year's “Scene 11, The Big
Trees,” asx was carelessly based upon their reported great age of 3,000 or 4,000 years,
and substitute the following cold facts amd estimates. 1 substitute the true figures
cheerfully, gladiy, trinmphantly. The big trees are but 1,200 to 1,500 years old, and 1
am glad they are not older.  There is proud satisfaction in the thought, hut let me re-
press my joy and its reason for the present and proceed with the cool facts.

On the Ist of September, 1875, T arrived at the fuwous Maumoth Grove of Big
Trees in Calaveras county, and at once commenced careful observations.

First, a quiet, reverential walk among the tall Huted columns, my spirit dumb with
wonder, my mind raised to sublime conceptions, my reason almost persuaded that any
large story of the great Sequoios must he trne. Round and round, in and out among
the vast tranks the well-worn path leads.  Ierr and there a long Hight of steps enables
the visitor to reach the upper side of the Lallen trunks, where a most impressive view
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